
  Study and Review 
 

             Series:  Under the Bethlehem Star 
       Message:  Redeemed: Emergence of Love 

                    Scripture:  Ruth 3 
  
Promise of Redemption, Joy of the Redeemed 
 

Is there anything in this chapter of the story that makes you uncomfortable?  
Would you take the risks that Naomi and Ruth took? 
 

Chapter 3 is the climax of the story.  At which precise point in chapter 3 do 
you think the tension is at its peak?  Where is the turning point? 
 

In (1) what do you think is the cause of Naomi’s sudden initiative? 
 

(1-4) From where did Naomi get the details of her plan? 
Note:  In (4) virtually every single Hebrew word has more than one 
meaning providing sexual innuendo. 

 

Is Naomi’s plan, perhaps, the wrong way to pursue a worthy goal? 
 

In (9) Ruth goes beyond Naomi’s carefully instructed plan; what does she 
add? 
 

(9) Where does Ruth get the language “spread your wings,” and what might 
be the full meaning of Ruth in saying this to Boaz? 

 

What does Boaz clearly understand Ruth’s words to mean? (10) 
 

What is the first kindness (hesed) of Ruth to which Boaz  
refers in (10)?  What is the second kindness of Ruth? 
 

In (11) and following, Boaz’s plan unfolds in response to Ruth and Naomi.  
What are the reasons for each of his decisions? (11-15) 
 

What is the one wrinkle in everyone’s plan? (12) 
 

How much barley does Boaz give Ruth? (15) What is the purpose of this gift? 
(17) What is Boaz communicating to Naomi? 
 

(18) What hints of the work of Christ in loving us, his spotless bride, arise in 
the actions and words of Boaz? (Not only in verse 18 but throughout the 
whole of chapter 3!) 
   

“This chapter relates the climatic turning point of the entire story.  Indeed 
there is no higher level of dramatic tension and suspense than here.”                     
       Robert Hubbard Jr. 
 

  

 

 
“We know that Boaz was old. We know that Ruth could work all day in the 
hot sun with hardly a break and then carry eighty pounds of grain home on 
her back. The two of them do not exactly sound like the typical Hollywood 
hero and heroine. In fact, it might be hard to find suitable actors to cast in 
the movie version of their story; it certainly wouldn’t be the classic romantic 
leads! The Book of Ruth is a different kind of story than we are used to. The 
commitment that Ruth and Boaz had to one another was built on their com-
mon character, which is always a much better foundation for a lasting rela-
tionship than mere physical attraction.  Theirs was a character match, not a 
love match: they were both people of substance.”     Iain M. Duguid 
 

“Tremendous risk is involved in this scheme in which Naomi and Ruth to-
gether participate – risk to Ruth particularly.  But there are also serious 
questions, unsettling questions, about the risk to which Naomi is prepared 
to expose Boaz.  Perfume, night-time, good food and wine, the warm physi-
cal closeness of an attractive woman… what man could miss the apparent 
message?  Perhaps Boaz would be safe meeting Ruth in his field under the 
noonday sun when his workers casually (or perhaps enviously) gaze his 
way.  But at the darkest hour of the night, with the sensuous aroma of a 
sweet perfume, when physical attraction is awakened and opportunity near 
– would a man not find himself tempted, and is that not the central part of 
the plan?”               Sinclair Ferguson 
 

“There is a further feature of this whole incident in which Boaz is exposed to 
the rashness of Naomi’s plans….Boaz could easily have made that mistake 
– never mistake temptation for opportunity. He was a red-blooded and sinful 
man. He could easily have taken advantage of the situation and excused 
himself by the rashness of Naomi and the naiveté of Ruth.  But the impres-
sive thing is that when Boaz wakens in the middle of the night – even be-
fore he has time to think carefully – God and his ways are at the center of 
his thoughts!  God has so worked grace into his life that in this crisis mo-
ment he remains calm, a man of poise.”            Sinclair Ferguson 
 

Connect to Christmas 
 

There is also innuendo and supposed 
scandal in the story of Jesus’ birth 100’s of 
years later. 
Read Luke 2: 26-38 and Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

Why does the Lord choose to do His work 
through means that may appear at time 
scandalous from the outside, but involve 
trust in God and resolute moral character 
by those on the inside? 
 

Let your heart be filled with joy that Jesus Christ is our redeemer!   Thank 
Him now by singing to Him a Christmas song, saying a prayer of joy, or 
both.  Then call a friend and share with him/her how Ruth is a wonderful 
Christmas story that points to Jesus. 


