
                 
 Advent Devotions  

 based on the Book of Ruth 
 

            

  Series:  Under the Bethlehem Star 
            Message:  Hope 
            Scripture:  Ruth 1 
 

 

Ruth 1:1-14 “Searching In Vain for Providence” 
 

 What was life like in Israel in the days of the Judges? Do you 
remember the main description offered by the author of Judges? 
_____________ did as  ___ ___ ___.    
Judges 21: 25 

 

What does the name “Elimelech” mean? 
In (8) Naomi speaks of the loving kindness of God, that is, the 

Covenant love of God, a major theme in this  
beautiful story.  How have you experienced the loving  
kindness of God in your life? 

What do you think of Naomi’s sense of humor (11-13) in her 
difficult situation? 

What is remarkable about the line, “Orpah kissed her mother-in
-law but Ruth clung to her” (14)? 

 

 “The Book of Ruth is a book about love.  And, inasmuch as that 
is so, it reflects the theme of the Bible, because the Bible too is a book 
about love.  The unifying message of the Scriptures is that God is love, 
and that God has loved — loved with such intensity and depth that he 
gave his Son to die for a lost, sinful and unlovely world.  Perhaps that 
is why Martin Luther said that the Bible in miniature could be read in 
John 3:16 — the great statement that God loved the world to such an 
extent that he gave his only-begotten son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  Reverend Iain Camp-
bell, Free Church of Scotland 

 

Ruth 1:15-22 “Return to Bethlehem” 
In regards to personal/individual faith, what is significant about 

Ruth’s response to Naomi in (16-17)?  Hint:  What country is Ruth 
from?  What is the faith of that people? 

What does “Bethlehem” mean? 
What does the name “Naomi” mean?  

 The name “Mara”? 
 

 So far, what do you like about this story? 
What are the main contrasts the storyteller has  

 presented that may prove to be significant? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ruth puts her faith in God by actually going and doing something.  
She decides to trust God and go for it.  Faith  
in God means freedom to act.  God moves in our situations. God in a 
divine mystery integrates our moral choices with his sovereign and 
divine plan.  Naomi, on the other hand, cannot muster the energy to 
do anything.  She knows her helplessness, but her faith in God has 
been overpowered by her  
belief that no one can help her.”  Brett W. Avants 
 

“The Book of Ruth shows us that our actions have consequences.  
However, our lives are not simply the consequences of the various 
decisions we have made and events that have occurred, as if the 
universe were a giant supercomputer into which we feed all of the 
variables and come out with a predictable answer.  There is a myste-
rious X-factor that is evident in the Book of Ruth – a variable that has 
the power to change everything.  It is the grace of God, which directs 
the outcomes of those decisions and events according to his sover-
eignty and good purpose for his people.  That grace is not always 
evident to the players in the game at the time.  But it is always there, 
whether acknowledged or unacknowledged. Ultimately, for Chris-
tians, the grace of God is always the defining element of our lives.”  
      Iain M. Duguid 
 

Connect to Christmas 
 

At the time that Jesus is born, the prophets had not spoken for 400 
years from the end of the Old Testament until the start of the New 
Testament, and God’s people Israel were under Roman oppression.  
This was viewed as a punishment from God.  How is this similar to 
the circumstances in Ruth?  Hint:  why was there a famine? 
 

Both the book of Ruth and the birth of Jesus take place in Bethle-
hem, a small inconspicuous town.  What does God’s use of such a 
small town and such ordinary people (Naomi, Ruth, and Jesus’ par-
ents:  Mary and Joseph)  teach us about God?  How does this truth 
encourage you? 
 

Watch for further parallels between the book of Ruth and the birth of 
Jesus.  It is no accident that both take place under the Bethlehem 
star! 
 
 
 
 


