
  

Pastor:  Joel Zuidema, email:  pastorjoel@frcfremont.org 
            cell:  219-613-0200 
 

Financial Liaison:  Luke Stroven, email: finance@frcfremont.org 
  

Administrative Assistant:   
        Pat TerVeer, email: pterveer@frcfremont.org  

  

Office Assistant:     

 Mary Jo Boisvert, email: maryjo@frcfremont.org    
  

Gift-based Ministry Coordinator:    

 Mary Johnson, email: mary@frcfremont.org 
 

Youth leader:  Luke Stroven - ph. # 834-9056 
                            

Custodian:  MaryJo Boisvert  - ph. #231-769-8378 (Text ) 
            LeeAnn Boyd - ph. #231-924-6334 (Sub) 

                    

Church building open:   

    Sunday - 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

    Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m. 
              Friday - Saturday - Closed  
 

Office Hours:  Mon. - Thurs.- 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone:  231-924-4950    

 

Email:  info@frcfremont.org  Website: www.frcfremont.org 

You are encouraged to contact your Care Elder  
if and when special needs arise. 

 

Abbott—Bushaw. . . . . . Wayne Veenstra (231-343-4199)  
Buter—Grice . . . . . . Gary Sheppard (924-6116)  
Haring—Murphy. . . . . . . Frank Ayre (924-3411)  
Oakes—Shue . . . . . . Tom VanDusen (616-540-1733)   
Smith—Tuuk . . . . . . . . . . Doug Grau (231-519-5205)  
VanderKlok—Wright . . . . . Doug Johnson (924-1928)   

Deacons:  Adam DeKryger, Chris DeKryger, Tony Grice,  

          Kent Hartger, Ty Manchip, Glen Walcott 

   Prayers Contacts 

Welcome to the Advent Christmas season.  This year we will 
study the little old testament Christmas book of Ruth.  It’s a 
story for those who wonder about hard questions.  And it’s a 
Christmas story set in Bethlehem, and sets up the birth of 
Jesus.  Today’s message will consider where God is when 
times are hard and the situation is bleak.     
 
 

 
 

Series:  Under the Bethlehem Star   

 

Message:  HOPE  “Searching In Vain for Providence”   
    by Pastor Joel Zuidema 
 

Scripture:  Ruth 1:1-22     (pg. 258 in church Bible) 
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Please join us for a time of  coffee fellowship  
in the Gathering Center following the service.                                       

  

 
  
 

  
  

 Welcome to Worship   
Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that 

we may be saved.”  Psalm 80:3  

 

MJ Rider fractured his left lower leg.  Please pray for pain management,  
adequate healing, and for the work comp process, as this was a work  
related injury.  Please pray for peace as being inactive is hard for him.  

 

Healing prayers for those with health concerns, relationship issues,                   
hardened hearts and depression.  May God continue to guide you daily and 
bring you comfort as you persevere. Beatrice Hartger, David Iseminger, 
Veteran with PTSD, Judy Kapolka, Kathy Hartger, Vera Wagenmaker 
 

Husband is hurting from a broken marriage.  Prayers for peace within the 
home, wife is making living situations nearly unbearable.  Please pray for 
God to strengthen this man and give him the fuel he needs to sustain the 
toxicity that exists. It is his desire to save their marriage.  Pray for God to 
work within the heart of the wife and mend what has been broken. 
 

Military service men and women as they courageously protect our Nation.  
May God envelope them in protection, guidance and strength as they live 
daily for others.  Pray for their families, give them comfort hope and peace 
as they are apart. Currently Serving:  Sam Dickinson, Matt Frantz, Daniel 
Heavener, Kim Knowlton, Christopher McPherson, Brandon & Desirae 
Moore & Anthony Woodruff. (If you should have a family member or friend in 
the military and would like continued prayer for them contact the church 
office.) 
 

Pray for Guatemala Mission Trip as summer dates have been released.   
Pray for those feeling the nudge from God to attend to act on that call.  Pray 
for all the coordinating efforts on both ends to make mission trip possible.  
We ask for prayer for the families who will be receiving the new homes.  
May God start to work in their hearts so they are ready to accept Jesus on 
dedication day.  
 

Pray for FRC leadership.  May these men and women be protected 
against spiritual destruction and evilness.  As relationships with Christ  
become stronger so often do the attacks from Satan.  Give wisdom and  
discernment as our leaders make decisions impacting FRC and the King-
dom of God. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  

Romans 15:13   
 

 

We encourage you to submit your prayer concerns 
weekly.  Please use prayer box, emails or submit online 

with frcfremont.org 

First Sunday of Advent 



This & That Life at FRC 
We encourage you to fill this column with special events, recipes, 
memories, praises, God moments, even funny stuff, or questions to  
the Pastor, etc.   Please have your submissions to the office by noon  
on Wednesday.  Submissions will be randomly selected.   
Let the sharing begin…. 
 
 

Thought Provoker: 
He governs and rules all things in such a way that they all cooperate and all 
converge upon the purpose He has established. . . . Behind all secondary 
causes there lurks and works the almighty will of an almighty God and a  
faithful Father (Herman Bavinck, Our Reasonable Faith).  
 

Christmas Shopping & Home Tour - This event will be held  

December 7, 2019 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. It is sponsored by the Women’s 
Fellowship of the First Congregational Church and includes a Christmas 
Shoppe with many quality crafted items, a Plum Pudding Shoppe with gour-
met holiday foods, a Soup Luncheon from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. ($5.00), and a 
Home Tour of two beautiful homes in the Fremont area. Tickets for the Home 
Tour are $5 and may be purchased at the church at 714 Hillcrest Dr. in Fre-
mont. You can get more information at the church website: fremontfcc.org  or 
by calling the church at 231-924-4710.  We hope you join us for the 30th an-
niversary of this event. This is a great outing for you and your friends in 
preparation for the Christmas season!  
 

On behalf of our FRC families, we would like to thank all of the 

volunteers that gave of their time to help Kristeana and Diane with the  
collection of Shoeboxes this week; your love surely shines through and so 
many children will be blessed!!  A special thank you to Diane Stroven/Serve 
Team for all you do with this ministry.  You all are so appreciated!!     
      Your FRC family 

 

 

Today marks the beginning of Advent Season, a time of 

waiting and planning.  As we fill our schedules with 

shopping, decorating, baking and party planning the 

chaos of this time can overwhelm anyone.  Please take 

time to cherish this season for what it really is.  As we 

celebrate the first week of Advent prepare yourselves and 

families during this time. Bring advent into your homes 

and embrace God’s words with these readings. 

 

Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122,                                                            

Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44 

 
 

 
 

Today at FRC…      

    9:15 A.M.  Welcoming:  Christine DeKryger, Staci Stroven     
              December 8 - Dave & Jen Messer  
     Kiosk:  Sue Wright 
                December 8 - Karen Oakes 
     Camera:  Aimee Jo     
                   December 8 - Paydon 
     Nursery:  Jenny Karp, Brittany DeKryger, Camryn   
                                                December 8 - Mary Jo Boisvert, Jessica Dornbos, Mackenzie 
     Worship Center:  Marilyn Kartes, Madi  
                   December 8 - Staci Stroven, Alayna 
     Kid Connection - (2nd - 4th grade)  Peggy Grau 
               December 8 - Marilyn Kartes 
 10:00 A.M.  Worship Service 
    7:00 P.M.  No Rise Youth Group  

 

This Week at FRC… 

Mon. - Fri. - 11:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. Commission on Aging Lunch 
Tues. - 11:00 A.M.  Holy Grounds meeting in Gathering Center, all are welcome! 
Wed. -  4:30 - 6:15 P.M. Club 57 meeting (5th - 7th grade)   
             6:30 P.M. GEMS/Cadets (1st - 8th)   
             6:45 P.M.  Praise Team Practice   
Fri. - 3:00 P.M. GEMS Jars assembly 
  

Looking Ahead at FRC…  

December 8 - Special Offering - Missions 
          6:00 P.M.  Lessons and Carols/Nursery provided 
December 10 - 11:00 A.M. Holy Grounds 
            6:30 P.M.  Elders/Deacons meeting 
                         7:45 P.M.  Consistory meeting 
December 12 - 7:00 P.M.  LINK Small Group Leaders meeting  
December 15 - 5:00 P.M.  Family Christmas  
           7:00 P.M.  Rise Youth Christmas party 
December 17 - 11:00 A.M. Holy Grounds 
December 18 - GEMS Christmas party 
December 22 - Special Offering/Capital Improvements 
December 24 - 9:30 P.M. Family Candlelight Christmas Eve Service/Kids bring  
     favorite gift for children’s message 
December 25 - No GEMS/Cadets/Rise 57/Merry Christmas! 

 

        Birthdays…     Anniversaries... 
December 3 - Phil DeKryger December 2 - Joel & Michele Zuidema 
         Merrick Force  December 3 - Andy & Krista Stroven 
December 5 - Tiffany Kuiper December 5 - Paul & Candy Breuker 
          Wyatt Stroven 
 

Church & Community News 
Lessons and Carols On Sunday night, Dec. 8th we will hold a 9  

lessons and carols service to wonderfully begin the advent season.  The  
service is simply 9 scripture readings, accompanied by 9 advent and Christ-
mas hymns.  The service moves through the promises of God in the OT, and 
their resounding fulfillment in Jesus.  It also lets us do more singing for the 
holiday season using largely the older advent and Christmas hymns.  The 
service will be a bit more formal than a usual FRC service.  If you like singing 
the Christmas hymns and appreciate using them in the context of appropriate 
scripture readings, this is the service for you!  Bring friends and begin advent 
with Bible and song. 
     

Christmas Season at FRC - Plan Now for the Holidays 

Beside our regularly scheduled events, we are offering: 
 

Sunday, Dec. 8 at 6:00 P.M.  Lessons and Carols/Nursery provided 
 

Sunday, Dec. 15 at 5:00 P.M.  Family Christmas will be Horse drawn  
 Caroling followed by Warm Drinks, Hotdogs and a Bonfire!  Dress  
 in your festive wear as we celebrate the Christmas season .                        
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 , 9:30 P.M.  Family Candlelight Christmas Eve Service.    
               Kids are encouraged to bring their favorite gift for use in the  
 children’s message. 
 

OCC collected 2000 shoeboxes this year with 384 shoeboxes com-

ing from our church family/GEMS/Cadets/Packing party, etc.  Thank you to all 
who helped in any way; what a great team effort to further the kingdom of 
God!!  You are amazing!!  The Serve Team 
  

Hand2Hand packing month was wonderfully attended.  We thank every-

one who came out and gave of their time.  We will continue to collect Granola 
Bars (any kind), Pancake Mix, Syrup (individual packs or small bottles).  Any 
other donations are appreciated and used. Thank you for your support. 

 

Holy Grounds coffee and fellowship with staff is held weekly in the  

Gathering Center at 11am.  This is an opportunity to connect with people  
and engage in laughter.  Bring your neighbors and friends.  Holy Grounds  
will not meet the weeks of Christmas and New Years.  
 

Please remember to donate to TrueNorth Food Pantry.  All donations 

may be placed on the table at the south entrance of the church and Len will 
deliver them for you. Questions, call Len Rottman ph. #231-335-2261.   
 

Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7:00 P.M. “Not a Fan” Small Group Leaders 

meeting.  All existing small group leaders and leaders leading new groups  
are encouraged to attend.  If you’d like to lead a “Not a Fan” group starting on 
Sunday, Jan. 19 for 6 Sundays, see Pastor Joel (219-613-0200) or Jen 
Messer (231-425-6032)  
 

 

 

 

http://fremontfcc.org

