
This & That Life at FRC 
 
We encourage you to fill this column with special events, recipes, 
memories, praises, God moments, even funny stuff, or questions to 
the Pastor, etc.   Please have your submissions to the office by noon 
on Wednesday.  Submissions will be randomly selected.   
Let the sharing begin…. 

 

Thank you from True North Food Pantry for 

your gift of 100.8lbs. of food, etc. donated to our Food 
Pantry for the month of August. Your donation helps those 
in great need by addressing food insecurity and providing 

healthy foods for families in poverty.  Please help by placing your Items on 
the table at south entrance.  Call Len Rottman ph. #231-335-2261, if you 
would like do donate money (Len will do the shopping for you), or with any 
questions. 

 

Ministry 2019-2020 school year FRC will be 

collecting Granola Bars (any kind), Pancake Mix, 
Syrup (individual packs or small bottles).  We will again be partnered with 
Pathfinder Elementary School.  Donations can be dropped off in the 
Hand2Hand bin in the Gathering Center.  If you would like to make mone-
tary donations please Contact Judy Vissia or place in offering labeled 
Hand2Hand Ministry.  
 

Operation Christmas Child packing boxes ideas:  Hats, gloves, 

scarves, quality crafts, stuffed animals, hygiene items, toys, clothing items, 
school supplies, games, a letter and a photo. 
Items not accepted:  Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war
-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or 
food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); 
liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow 
globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 
Donated items may be put in the red barrels in the Gathering Center.  
Thank you for your support.  
 

Wellspring - Are you a caring for a loved one at home with memory loss  

or other health concerns?  Could you use some rest, help and support?   
Wellspring is a safe place where you can bring your loved one for the day.  
Look for brochure on the Information Wall in Gathering Center.  

   

 
 

 

Today at FRC…     
   9:15 A.M.  Welcoming:  Doug Hartger, Karen Oakes      
                          September 15 - Jim & Joanne Holman 
        Kiosk:  Tony Haring 
        September 15 - Sue Wright   
        Camera:  Logan  
                          September 15 - Paydon  
        Nursery:  Brooke Manchip, Krista Stroven, Kira      
          September 15 - Kayly Grice, Mary Veenstra/ Madi  
        Worship Center:  Marilyn, Lena   
                                                                                    September 15 - Krista Stroven/Camyrn  
 10:00 A.M.  Worship service/Pastor Bob Pohler/Jesus Class (5th - 8th grade) 
     /Special Offering - Missions       
 
 
 

This Week at FRC… 

Mon. - Fri. - 11:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. Commission on Aging Lunch 
Tues. - 7:00 P.M.  Ministry Teams meet 
Wed. -  6:45 P.M.  Praise Practice    
Thurs. - 9:00 A.M.  Prime Timers will meet for breakfast at Daniel’s Restaurant 
    You must sign up at the information table in the Gathering  
    Center in order to attend.     

 
 

Looking Ahead at FRC…   

September 15 - Pastor Bob Pohler 
September 17 - COA meets at Resonate Church 
September 22 - Pastor Bob Pohler/Special Offering - Capital Improvements/ 
     Jesus Class (5th - 8th grade) 
September 29 - Darrell Lamos/Jesus Class (5th - 8th grade)  
October 3 - Harvest Parade/Serve Team will serve donuts and cider 
October 5 - 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.  War Event/W.A.R Women At Risk - Traffick- 
       ing our children. 
October 6 - Darrell Lamos/Worldwide Communion 
October 8 - 6:30 P.M. Elders/Deacons meeting 
                   7:45 P.M. Consistory meeting  
 
. 
 

Birthdays…                    Anniversary….   
September 9 - Camryn Stroven        September 9 - Wayne & Sue Wever 
September 10 - Candy Breuker           September 10 - Jose & Brittany Escalante 
September 11 - Liem Stak                   Tom & Candy VanDusen   

  
               

Church & Community News 
 
 

 

Church Directory available online.  We now have the opportunity  

to access emails, phone numbers and more on your phone, tablet or desktop.   
If you have an email address and have provided it to the office you are eligible 
for Instant Church Directory. Simply find the App on Apple App Store: Get the 
iPhone / iPad app, Google Play Store: Get the Android app, Kindle Fire Store: 
Get the Kindle app, download and follow the secured sign in process.  It’s sim-
ple!  If you would like to access this and have not given the office your email 
address, it’s not to late.  Contact the office and we will be happy to assist you.  
Hard copies will be printed as soon as we get the Zuidema family’s information.  
 

Sincere Gratitude to those working to make the Parsonage & Garage 

ready for the Zuidema family.  We are grateful for those who have offered to 
drive down and pick up a load of items and those families who are able to store 
the Camper and Boats.  Thank you Building and Grounds.  

 

New items have arrived in Library look for The Pilgrims Progress 

book along with other great reads.  The newly released Unplanned movie is also 
available now. 

 

Fremont Cinemas thanks you for supporting the Christian based movie 
Overcomer.  If you have not seen this film it will be showing through Thursday 
September 12.  
 

Fall Color tours now taking reservations with COA.  Pick up your copy of 

The Tsunami for complete fall schedule of events, located on the Information 
wall by the Connect Kiosk.   
 

Daily meals served downstairs in the fellowship room with COA.  A full salad 

bar is offered at 11:30 and meal serves at 12:00pm.  Daily menu is located on 
the bulletin board in the Gathering Center.  This meal is a great and plentiful.   
 

Mark Your Calendar for Sunday, October 6th at 6:00 p.m. at the First 

Congregational Church, 714 Hillcrest, Fremont for a Concert by Louise Slager 
and Mary Jane Mack.  A free will offering will be received.  Proceeds go to 
"Wellspring."  Coffee and cookies will follow the concert in Fellowship 
Hall.  Sponsored by the Congregational Women's Fellowship.   All are Wel-
come!!  
 

When booking the church building for events; the request 

forms are located on the information wall in the Gathering Center.  You MUST 
contact church office for availability prior to submitting paperwork.  Security  

deposits are due no later than one month prior to use.  



  

Financial Liaison:  Luke Stroven, email: finance@frcfremont.org 
  

Administrative Assistant:   
        Pat TerVeer, email: pterveer@frcfremont.org  

  

Office Assistant:     

 Mary Jo Boisvert, email: maryjo@frcfremont.org    
  

Gift-based Ministry Coordinator:    

 Mary Johnson, email: mary@frcfremont.org 
 

Youth leader:  Luke Stroven - ph. # 834-9056 

                            Nathan Wolford - ph. #231-225-5816 

  

Custodian:  MaryJo Boisvert  - ph. #231-769-8378 (Text ) 
            LeeAnn Boyd - ph. #231-924-6334 (Sub) 

                    

Church building open:   

    Sunday - 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

    Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m. 
              Friday - Saturday - Closed  
 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs.- 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone:  231-924-4950    

 

E-Mail:  info@frcfremont.org  Website: www.frcfremont.org 
 

You are encouraged to contact your Care Elder  
if and when special needs arise. 

 

Abbott—Buitendorp. . . . . . Wayne Veenstra (231-343-4199)   
Buter—Grice . . . . . . Gary Sheppard (924-6116) (SE-1) 
Haring—Murphy. . . . . . . Frank Ayre (924-3411)    
Oakes—Shue . . . . . . Tom VanDusen (616-540-1733)  (SE-2)                           
Smith—Tuuk . . . . . . . . . . Doug Grau (231-519-5205)   
VanDusen—Wright . . . . . Doug Johnson (924-1928) (N)  

Deacons:  Adam DeKryger, Chris DeKryger, Tony Grice,  

          Kent Hartger, Ty Manchip, Glen Walcott 

   Prayers Contacts 
 

 

We are striving to honor God by building lives of   
Meaning & Purpose.  

By connecting to each other & Jesus Christ.  
By growing personally & helping others grow.  

   By using our gifts to serve others & God. 
      Through authentic & God-honoring Worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Message:  “Tender Commandment 8 - Do Not Steal”  
    - by Pastor Bob Pohler  
      
Scripture:  Exodus 20:15 and Ephesians 4:28 (pgs. 74,  

          1158 in church Bible) 

  

 

First Reformed Church 

Fremont, MI 

September 8, 2019  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Please join us for a time of  coffee fellowship  

in the Gathering Center following the service.                                      
  

 Welcome to Worship   
We encourage you to submit your prayer concerns weekly. 

Please use prayer box, emails or submit online with frcfremont.org 
Staying informed keeps us connected. 

  

Renae White will be starting her radiation treatments mid September.  She 
is scheduled to have 2O treatments.  Pray for continued strength and stam-
ina as she will continue to work throughout this process.  
 

Jerry Miller will be having another MRI on his brain to check for tumor re-
growth.  He has been experiencing seizures.  Doctors are unsure what the 
true cause of seizures are.  His wife Helen is scheduled for back surgery in 
a few weeks.  Pray for their daughter as she is the primary caregiver for 
them.  
 

Jennifer Beeler is healing from a complex fracture involving 3 separate 
fractures and a dislocated ankle.  Dr. Hood indicated this would be a hard 
heal as it was so invasive.  No weight bearing for 8 weeks.  Continue to pray 
for pain maintenance as she is having a hard time with medication upsetting 
her stomach.  
 

Relationships pray for strong marriages and for couples to find time to be 
with one another while raising children.  At some point the kids move on and 
the parents need to make sure their connection is still intact.   
 

Healing prayers for Karen Sheppard, Marilyn Kartes, Dave Westenfelder, 
Judy Kapolka, Cathy Rottman, Beatrice Hartger, Mary Johnson, Lenee Rott-
man, Drake Kartes, Jaxson Hartger, John Campbell, David Iseminger, Vet-
eran with PTSD 
 

Community Members pray for families as more than 50% of Fremont and 
surrounding areas are unchurched.  Pray for hearts to be melted.  Pray for 
positive connections and seeds planted as we engage in our community.  
 

Overbeeks dedicate their lives to reaching out.  Pray for their family to be a 
living example of faith.  May God bring them abundant opportunities and 
affirmation that their lives are being heard.  May he cover all their needs, 
protect and guide them as they serve Him. 
 

Continued Prayers have the devastation of the Amazon Rainforest, Hurri-
cane Dorian and the West Texas shooting.  May God be near to those hurt-
ing and offer them peace.  
 

Schafer continued prayers as they work with insurance companies and wait 
for details for the reconstruction of their home 

 

Sue Tibbe will be having an MRI of shoulder.  Doctors think she may have a 
torn rotator cuff.  Pray for timely scheduling as she is quite a bit of pain. 

 

 
 

 Do Not Steal   



    Disciple-making Hijackers   
 

As Christians, we know that we’re told to make disciples.  Oftentimes, 
though, we don’t know exactly what that looks like. 
 

We call a lot of things disciple-making that aren’t really disciple-making 
at all.  At its simplest, disciple-making is one Christian helping another 
Christian to know and follow Jesus. The process is simple, but people 
are complex.  As a result, disciple-making can be hijacked easily—and 
even morph into something else altogether. 
 

Here are some common disciple-making hijackers we need to avoid  
becoming or following: 

 
 

1. THE THERAPEUTIC DISCIPLER 
 

Christians aren’t immune to emotional pain.  And, a number of legitimate 
reasons exist for counseling, therapy, and even medication.  But disciple
-making isn’t another form of therapy.  A disciple could easily expect his 
or her mentor to be a spiritual therapist—someone who will simply listen 
to all their struggles.  Conversely, a discipler might wrongly assume it’s 
his or her job to “fix” the other person or his problems.  Though it’s com-
pletely appropriate to share struggles with those we’re following, disciple-
making isn’t therapy—it’s the process of learning to obey Jesus in order 
to help others obey Jesus. 
 
 

2. THE BFF DISCIPLER 

Friendship is great.  Many guys I’ve discipled have become some of my 
dearest brothers and friends.  Believe it or not, it’s actually biblical.  Je-
sus called his own disciples “friends” (John 15:15), and Paul called Timo-
thy his “true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2).  But the goal of discipling is 
not to simply gain friends—it’s to make disciples and other disciple-
makers.  Jesus and Paul spent considerable time with a select few, but 
don’t miss the fact that both of them loved their friends and trained them 
for mission.  If we’re spending more time “just hanging out” than we are 
training and growing, we’ll lose focus.  We hijack disciple-making when 
we love our friendship more than the mission. 
 

 

3. THE HELICOPTER DISCIPLER  
Most of us have heard of helicopter parents—the moms and dads who 
constantly hover over their kids keeping them close, making decisions 
for them, shielding them from consequences, and even doing assign-
ments for them.  Even the best parents are tempted to do these things.  

Disciplers face the same temptation towards those we’re leading.  
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We might conclude “they’re not ready” or “they need more time,” but 
every disciple must experience responsibility, risk, success, and failure in 
the mission of God.  Even the best disciple-makers want to keep their 
strongest leaders as close as possible for as long as possible.  We hijack 
the disciple-making process by unnecessarily hovering over those we’re 
leading. 
 
 

4. THE CO-DEPENDENT DISCIPLER 

Disciple-making is a deeply personal experience—both for the discipler 
and the disciple. Think about it. You’re studying matters of eternal signifi-
cance, sharing deeply personal information, praying with one another, 
and probably meeting together on a regular basis. It was designed this 
way, and there’s nothing wrong with that.  Though the biblical process is 
healthy, the people who go through the process sometimes aren’t. Con-
sequently, we must guard ourselves against unhealthy attachments with 
those we’re leading or following.  An inordinate amount of time together 
or feelings of exclusivity, jealousy, dependency, or attraction are all red 
flags signifying that the disciple-making relationship has been hijacked 
and might even be morphing into something else. 
 

 

5. THE DEAD-END DISCIPLER 

We must never forget that the goal of disciple-making is not simply to 
make disciples—it’s actually to make disciple-makers.  Scripture teaches 
us, “what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also”(2 Timothy 
2:2).  Did you catch that?  We’re taught in order to teach.  We receive in 
order to give.  Someone invests in us so that we might invest in others.  
The Christian mission is not adding more disciples; it’s multiplying more 
disciple-makers.  When we don’t give that challenge—and give it early in 
the process—we hijack the disciple-making process and risk erecting a 
dead-end sign on the missional pathway of our personal ministry. 
 

Let’s beware the temptation of becoming a disciple-making hijacker.  
Grow significant relationships but stay healthy.  Enjoy the process but 
keep the mission of Jesus central. 
 

     by Chris James 
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